Sunday 22nd May 2022, 10:30am

The 6th Sunday of Easter
A Service of Holy Communion
This order of service is for you to use as you join in with our service from home via Zoom. Meeting ID: 342 119 948

Preparing for the service at home
•
•

You may like light a candle if it is safe to do so.
You are welcome to have some bread and wine (or other drink) ready to receive at the point of Communion.

Greeting
All

The Lord be with you.
and also with you.

All

Alleluia, the Lord is risen!
He is risen indeed, Alleluia!

Notices are given. If there are children present, the vicar talks to them and prays for them before they leave for their activities.
We sing…

to his feet thy tribute bring;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
who like me his praise should sing?
Praise him, Praise him!
Praise him, praise him!
Praise the everlasting King.

3. Father-like, he tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows;
in his hand he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes.
Praise him, Praise him!
Praise him, praise him!
Widely as his mercy flows.

2. Praise him for his grace and favour
to our fathers in distress;
praise him still the same for ever,
slow to chide and swift to bless:
Praise him, Praise him!
Praise him, praise him!
Glorious in his faithfulness.

4. Angels, help us to adore him;
ye behold him face to face;
sun and moon, bow down before him,
dwellers all in time and space.
Praise him, Praise him!
Praise him, praise him!
Praise with us the God of grace.

PRAISE, MY SOUL, THE KING OF HEAVEN;

H.F. Lyte (1793-1847)

Prayer of Preparation
All

Loving God, we have come to worship you.
Help us to pray to you in faith, to sing your praise with gratitude, and to listen to your word with
eagerness; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Confession
All

All

We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden, to ask for his forgiveness and peace.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,
forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name.
Amen.
Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us our sins, open
our eyes to do God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his kingdom, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

A Prayer Before We Read

All

God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of
your Son: grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, so by his continual presence in us he may raise
us to eternal joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The First Reading
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

All

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, ‘Come
over to Macedonia and help us.’ When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to
Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.
We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from
there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in
this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there
was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman
named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in
purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her
household were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and
stay at my home.’ And she prevailed upon us.
Acts 16:9-15
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

The following hymn is sung.

I WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU, that’s what Jesus said.
I will send another one to comfort you instead.
A counsellor, the Holy Ghost, to teach you in all things,
to guide you in the way of truth and convince the world of sin.
Don’t let your hearts be troubled, do not be afraid.
I have overcome; I am the truth the life the way.
When I am lifted up I will draw all men unto me.
The Father will be glorified, just you wait and see.
I will never leave you, you’ll never be alone.
I’ll be interceding at the right hand of the throne.
I go prepare a place for you in my Father house.
I am coming back again, at the trumpet sound.
I will. I will.
© Marco Frankland 2012

The Gospel reading
All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

All

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus answered him, ‘Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come
2

to them and make our home with them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word
that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.
‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave
with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled,
and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, “I am going away, and I am coming to you.” If you
loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I
have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.
John 14:23-29

All

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon
The Prayers
The following response may be used.

All

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

Our Prayer for Growth

All

God of Mission, who alone brings growth to your Church, send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our
planning, wisdom to our actions, and power to our witness. Help our church to grow in numbers, in
spiritual commitment to you, and in service to our local community, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
All

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then were they glad
when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you.

We share the peace, using sign language.

The following song is sung.

3. Behold him there, the risen Lamb,
my perfect, spotless righteousness,
the great unchangeable I AM,
the King of glory and of grace.
At one with him, I cannot die;
my soul is purchased by his blood.
My life is hid with Christ on high,
with Christ my Saviour and my God,
with Christ my Saviour and my God.

BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD ABOVE
I have a strong and perfect plea;
a great High Priest whose name is Love,
who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on his hands,
my name is written on his heart.
I know that while in heav'n he stands
no tongue can bid me thence depart,
no tongue can bid me thence depart.
2. When Satan tempts me to despair
and tells me of the guilt within,
upward I look and see him there
who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Saviour died,
my sinful soul is counted free;
for God the just is satisfied
to look on him and pardon me,
to look on him and pardon me.

Charitie Lees Bancroft (1841-1923)
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Prayer at the Preparation of the Table
All

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; for everything in heaven
and on earth is yours.
All things come from you, and of your own do we give you.

The Eucharistic Prayer

All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

All

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; in your love you made us for yourself. When we turned
away you did not reject us, but came to meet us in your Son.
You embraced us as your children and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.

All

In Christ you shared our life that we might live in him and he in us.
He opened his arms of love upon the cross and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.

All

On the night he was betrayed, at supper with his friends he took bread, and gave you thanks; he broke it and
gave it to them, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his body is the bread of life.

All

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and said: Drink this, all of you; this is my
blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; do this in remembrance of me.
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his blood is shed for all.

All

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.
As we eat and drink these holy gifts make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.

All
All

All

With your whole Church throughout the world we offer you this sacrifice of praise and lift our voice to join
the eternal song of heaven:
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might: heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer
All

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread and Invitation
All

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his blood which
he shed for you. Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith
with thanksgiving.

We consume our bread and wine as prompted by the words ‘The Body of Christ’ and ‘The Blood of Christ.’
The following hymn is sung…

KING OF KINGS
In the darkness we were waiting
Without hope without light
Till from heaven You came running
There was mercy in Your eyes
To fulfil the law and prophets
To a virgin came the Word
From a throne of endless glory
To a cradle in the dirt

3. And the morning that You rose
All of heaven held its breath
Till that stone was moved for good
For the Lamb had conquered death
And the dead rose from their tombs
And the angels stood in awe
For the souls of all who’d come
To the Father are restored
Refrain.

Praise the Father, Praise the Son
Praise the Spirit three in one
God of glory, Majesty
Praise forever to the King of Kings

4. And the Church of Christ was born
Then the Spirit lit the flame
Now this gospel truth of old
Shall not kneel shall not faint
By His blood and in His Name
In His freedom I am free
For the love of Jesus Christ
Who has resurrected me
Refrain.

2. To reveal the kingdom coming
And to reconcile the lost
To redeem the whole creation
You did not despise the cross
For even in Your suffering
You saw to the other side
Knowing this was our salvation
Jesus for our sake You died
Refrain.

Jason Ingram, Brooke Ligertwood & Scott Ligertwood
© 2019 Hillsong Music Publishing

Prayer after Communion
God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: may we thirst for you, the spring of life
and source of goodness, through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen
All

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him
we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live
and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

Our final hymn is sung…

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;
death of death, and hell’s destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side:
songs and praises, songs and praises,
I will ever give to thee.
I will ever give to thee!

GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT REDEEMER,
Pilgrim though this barren land;
I am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand;
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore.
Feed me now and evermore!
2. Open now the crystal fountain,
whence the healing stream doth flow;
let the fiery cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through;
strong deliverer, strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield.
Be thou still my strength and shield!

W. Williams (1717-91)
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The Blessing and Dismissal
All

May Christ, who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, fill you with his new life; and the blessing
of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

All

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

Please join us next Sunday for Love Midhurst Community activities beginning with a short
service at 10:30 Please note, this will not be available on Zoom.

Giving
If you would like to make a donation to our church today you can scan this QR code with your smart phone camera
to make a donation online.
You can find out more about regular giving on our website
www.midhurstparishchurch.net
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