Family Eucharist
Christmas Day 2021, 10:30am
This order of service is for you to use as you join in with our service from home via Zoom. Meeting ID: 342 119 948

Preparing for the service at home
•
•
•

You may like light a candle if it is safe to do so.
You are welcome to have some bread and wine (or other drink) ready to receive at the point of Communion.

Happy Christmas!
All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

O come, all ye faithful
O, come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him,
born the king of angels:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

3. Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
in the highest:
O come, let us adore him…

2. God of God,
light of light,
lo! He abhors not the virgin’s womb;
very God,
begotten not created;
O come, let us adore him...

The Lighting of The Advent Wreath
God our Father, today the Saviour is born and those who live in darkness are seeing a great light. Help us,
who greet the birth of Christ with joy, to live in the light of your Son and to share the good news of your
love. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the Light who has come into the world. Amen.
All

Lord Jesus, light of the World, you have come among us. Help us who live by your light to shine as lights in
your world. Glory to God in the Highest! Amen.

The Confession
All

God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth: forgive our failure to receive him.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

All

Jesus our Saviour, you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: forgive our greed and rejection of your
ways. Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

All

Spirit of love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: forgive the hardness of our hearts.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour forgive us our sins and make
us holy to serve him in the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Collect
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth:
accept our heartfelt praise, as we worship you, our saviour and our eternal God. Amen.

The First Reading – Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walk in darkness will see a great light. For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light
will shine. You will enlarge the nation of Israel, and its people will rejoice. They will rejoice before you as
people rejoice at the harvest and like warriors dividing the plunder. For you will break the yoke of their
slavery and lift the heavy burden from their shoulders. You will break the oppressor’s rod, just as you did
when you destroyed the army of Midian. The boots of the warrior and the uniforms bloodstained by war will
all be burned. They will be fuel for the fire.
For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called:
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His government and its peace will
never end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity.
The passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen!
All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Away in a manger
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head,
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he
lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
And fit us to heaven, to live with thee there.

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

The Gospel Reading – Luke 2:1-20
At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the Roman
Empire. (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) All returned to their own
ancestral towns to register for this census. And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go
to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He travelled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He
took with him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a child.
And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. She gave birth to her firstborn son. She
wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no lodging available for
them.

That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an
angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were
terrified, but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring
great joy to all people. The Saviour—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city
of David! And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying
in a manger.”
Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in highest heaven,
and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.”
When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger. After
seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about
this child. All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, but Mary kept all these things in her heart
and thought about them often. The shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them.
All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Talk
Our Prayers
The response is…

All

Lord Jesus, born this day
Hear our prayer.

The Peace
All

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And always with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

God Rest You Merry Gentlemen
God rest you merry, gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay.
For Jesus Christ our Saviour,
Was born on Christmas Day;
To save us all from Satan’s power,
When we were gone astray.
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.

2. At Bethlehem in Judah
the holy babe was born;
they laid him in a manger
on this most happy morn,
at which his mother Mary
did neither fear nor scorn:
O tidings of comfort and joy…

3. From God our heavenly Father
a holy angel came;
the shepherds saw the glory
and heard the voice proclaim
that Christ was born in Bethlehem
and Jesus is his name:
O tidings of comfort and joy…

6. And when to Bethlehem they came
where Christ the infant lay;
they found him in a manger
where oxen fed on hay,
and there beside her newborn child
his mother knelt to pray:
O tidings of comfort and joy…

4. Fear not, then said the angel,
let nothing cause you fright;
to you is born a saviour
in David's town tonight,
to free all those who trust in him
from Satan's power and might:
O tidings of comfort and joy…

7. Now to the Lord sing praises,
all people in this place!
with Christian love and fellowship
each other now embrace,
and let this Christmas festival
all bitterness displace:
O tidings of comfort and joy…

5. The shepherds at these tidings
rejoiced in heart and mind,
and on the darkened hillside
they left their flocks behind,
and went to Bethlehem straightway
this holy child to find:
O tidings of comfort and joy…

Prayer at the Preparation of the Table

All

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread and wine to offer,
which the earth has given and human hands have made. They will become for us the bread of life and cup of
salvation.
Blessed be God forever.

The Eucharistic Prayer
All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

All

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

All

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is always right to give you thanks, God our Creator, loving and faithful, holy and strong. You made us and
the whole universe, and filled your world with life. You sent your Son to live among us, Jesus our Saviour,
Mary's child. And now we give you thanks because in coming to dwell among us as man, he revealed the
radiance of your glory and brought us out of darkness into your own marvellous light. Jesus suffered on the
cross; he died to save us from our sins; he rose in glory from the dead. And so we join the angels in their
song of celebration:

All

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Father, on the night before he died, Jesus shared a meal with his friends. He took the bread, and thanked
you. He broke it, and gave it to them, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this to

remember me. After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you. This is my blood, the new promise of God's unfailing love. Do this to remember me.
All

Jesus Christ has died.
Jesus Christ has died.

All

Jesus Christ is risen.
Jesus Christ is risen.

All

Jesus Christ will come again.
Jesus Christ will come again.
Father, as we bring this bread and wine, and remember his death and resurrection, send your Holy Spirit,
that we who share these gifts may be fed by Christ's body and his blood. Pour your Spirit on us that we may
love one another, work for the healing of the earth, and share the good news of Jesus, as we wait for his
coming in glory. For honour and praise belong to you, Father, with Jesus your Son, and the Holy Spirit:
one God, forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
All

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of The Bread
All

We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.

We consume our bread and wine as prompted by the words ‘The Body of Christ’ and ‘The Blood of Christ.’
During the communion we sing…

Once in Royal David’s City
Once in royal David's city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed;
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ, her little child.

3. And through all his wondrous childhood
he would honour and obey,
love and watch the lowly maiden,
in whose gentle arms he lay.
Christian children all must be
mild, obedient, good as he.

2. He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor, and mean, and lowly
lived on earth our Saviour holy.

4. For he is our childhood's pattern,
day by day like us he grew;
he was little, weak, and helpless,
tears and smiles like us he knew;
and he feeleth for our sadness,
and he shareth in our gladness.

5. And our eyes at last shall see him
through his own redeeming love,
for that child so dear and gentle
is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.

6. Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him but in heaven,
set at God’s right hand on high;
when like stars his children crowned
all in white shall wait around.

O Little Town of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by.
Yet, in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

3. How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming;
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.

2. O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to all on earth;
For Christ is born of Mary,
and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell:
O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel!

Prayer After Communion
All

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him
we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live
and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark! The herald angels sing:
'Glory to the new-born King!
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!'
Joyful, all ye nations rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim,
'Christ is born in Bethlehem.'
Hark! the herald angels sing:
'Glory to the new-born King!'

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!
Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing:
'Glory to the new-born King!'

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings,
mild, he lays his glory by,
born that men no more may die,
born to raise the sons of earth.
born to give them second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing:
'Glory to the new-born King!'

The Blessing and Dismissal
May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men, the obedience
and courage of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the Christ child be yours this Christmas; and the blessing
of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

All

We go into the world to walk in God’s light, to rejoice in God’s love, and to reflect God’s glory.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Organ Voluntary:
Toccata from Symphony No.5 by C-M Widor.
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