KIDS ACTIVITIES

Sunday 4th July
Jesus Visits His Home Town

READ
Jesus left there and went back to his hometown. His followers went with him. On the Sabbath
day he taught in the synagogue. Many people heard him and were amazed. They said,
“Where did this man get these teachings? What is this wisdom that has been given to him?
And where did he get the power to work miracles? He is only the carpenter. His mother is
Mary. He is the brother of James, Joseph, Judas, and Simon. And his sisters are here with us.”
The people did not accept Jesus.
Jesus said to them, “Other people give honour to a prophet. But in his own town with his own
people and in his own home, a prophet does not receive honour.” Jesus was not able to work
many miracles there. The only miracles he did were to heal some sick people by putting his
hands on them. Jesus was amazed that they had no faith.
Then Jesus went to other villages in that area and taught. He called the 12 followers together
and sent them out in groups of 2. He gave them authority over evil spirits. This is what Jesus
told them: “Take nothing for your trip except a walking stick. Take no bread, no bag, and no
money in your pockets. Wear sandals, and take only the
clothes you are wearing. When you enter a house,
stay there until you leave that place. If any town
refuses to accept you or its people refuse to listen to
you, then leave that town. Shake its dust off your feet.
This will be a warning to them.”
The followers went out and preached to the people
to change their hearts and lives. The followers forced
many demons out and poured olive oil on many sick
people and healed them.
Mark 6:1-13 ICB

The first town we hear about in today's story is Jesus'
hometown. In the story, we hear that Jesus' hometown
wasn't very excited about him. And, because they weren't
very excited about him, Jesus was not able to pour very
much of God's love, hope, and healing into the town. And
then, later in the story, we hear there are all these other
towns that Jesus' disciples visited. In those towns, we hear
that Jesus' disciples were able to pour a lot of God's love,
hope, and healing into those places. Those towns were opened
up and ready to be refilled.

Today's story reminds us that the choice of being open or closed to receiving God's love, hope,
and healing is something that we help each other choose. I say this because it wasn't one person
who was open or closed to God's love, hope, and healing. It was towns of people that were open
or closed to God’s love.

When we are filled up with God's love, hope, and healing we then have that love, hope, and
healing to share with others.

Pray

Dear God,

Thank you for Jesus and his disciples
who kept offering your love and healing
to all who would receive it so that we can then shar
your love and healing with others.
Thank you and amen

