Midhurst Parish Church
Sunday 17th January 2021, 10:30am

The Second Sunday of Epiphany
This order of service is for you to use as you join in with our online Zoom service. Meeting ID: 342 119 948

Greeting
All

The Lord be with you.
and also with you.

Opening Verse of Scripture
‘Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!’

Genesis 28:16b NRSV

Welcome from Dave
Hymn: In Our Darkness Light Has Shone
1. In our darkness light has shone, Alleluia,
still today the light shines on, Alleluia;
Word made flesh in human birth, Alleluia,
Light and Life of all the earth, Alleluia!

3. All who now in him believe, Alleluia,
everlasting life receive, Alleluia;
born of God and in his care, Alleluia,
we his name and nature share, Alleluia!

2. Christ the Son incarnate see, Alleluia,
by whom all things came to be, Alleluia;
through the world his splendours shine, Alleluia,
full of grace and truth divine, Alleluia!

4. Christ a child on earth appears, Alleluia,
crown of all creation’s years, Alleluia;
God’s eternal Word has come, Alleluia,
he shall lead his people home, Alleluia!
Timothy Dudley-Smith (b1926) © Hope Publishing

Confession
The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour Jesus Christ, who sacrificed himself
for us to purify a people as his own. Let us confess our sins.
cf Titus 2.11-14

All

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed, through negligence,
through weakness, through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,
forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory
of your name. Amen.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us
from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, and keep us in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect
Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of
your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
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First Bible Reading
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for the
night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay
down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching
to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him
and said, ‘I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you
lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you
shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families
of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you
wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I
have promised you.’ Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did
not know it!’ And he was afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house
of God, and this is the gate of heaven.’
So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up
for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz
at the first. Then Jacob made a vow, saying, ‘If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I
go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, so that I come again to my father’s house in
peace, then the Lord shall be my God, and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s
house; and of all that you give me I will surely give one-tenth to you.’
Genesis 28:10-22 NRSV

Hymn: O God You Search Me
O God, you search me and you know me.
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze.
When I walk or lie down you are before me:
ever the maker and keeper of my days.
You know my resting and my rising.
You discern my purpose from afar,
and with love everlasting you besiege me:
in every moment of life and death, you are.
Before a word is on my tongue, Lord,
you have known its meaning through and through.
You are with me beyond my understanding:
God of my present, my past and future, too.
Although your Spirit is upon me,
still I search for shelter from your light.
There is nowhere on earth I can escape you:
even the darkness is radiant in your sight.

For you created me and shaped me,
gave me life within my mother's womb.
For the wonder of who I am, I praise you:
safe in your hands, all creation is made new.
Bernadette Farrell © 1992 OCP
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Gospel Reading
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have
found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from
Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come
and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in
whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I
saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God!
You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the
fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’
John 1:43-end NRSV

Reflection
Rev Dave

Hymn: Rise and Hear!
1. Rise and hear! The Lord is speaking,
as the gospel words unfold;
man, in all his agelong seeking,
finds no firmer truth to hold.

3. Word of God’s forgiveness granted
to the wild or guilty soul,
word of love that works undaunted,
changes, heals, and makes us whole.

2. Word of goodness, truth, and
beauty,
heard by simple folk and wise,
word of freedom, word of duty,
word of life beyond our eyes.

4. Speak to us, O Lord, believing,
as we hear, the sower sows;
may our hearts, your word receiving,
be the good ground where it grows.
H.C.A. Gaunt (1902-83)

Prayers
This or another response is used for the prayers…

All

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

We pray together as our Saviour taught us…
All
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Hymn: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
1. Hail to the Lord's Anointed,
great David's greater Son!
Hail, in the time appointed,
his reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
to set the captive free,
to take away transgression,
and rule in equity.

3. Kings shall fall down before him,
and gold and incense bring;
all nations shall adore him,
his praise all people sing;
to him shall prayer unceasing
and daily vows ascend,
his kingdom still increasing,
a kingdom without end.

2. He shall come down like showers
upon the fruitful earth;
love, joy, and hope, like flowers,
spring in his path to birth;
before him, on the mountains,
shall peace the herald go;
and righteousness, in fountains,
from hill to valley flow.

4. O'er every foe victorious,
he on his throne shall rest;
from age to age more glorious,
all-blessing and all-blest.
the tide of time shall never
his covenant remove;
his name shall stand for ever,
his changeless name of love.
James Montgomery (1771-1854) Psalm 72

Blessing and Dismissal

All

The Lord bless you and watch over you,
the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you,
the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

All

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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